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| TWhatſozver is commanded by the God ef Heaven, let it be 
diligently done for the Houſe of the God of Heaven; for 
why ſhould there he Wrath againſt the Realm cf the King 
and his Sons? The Decree of Artaxerxes King of Perſia, 
Ezra vu. verſe 11.— 27. 
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Is in the declining State of the Jewiſþ Church 
none contributed more to it's Deſtruction and 
final Ruin, than it's wicked Prieſts, Levites 
and falſe Prophets, ſo none have endeavour'd | 
more at this Time to unſettle the Founda- 
K = tion and preſent Eſtabliſhment of the Church 
of England, than ſome of it's Conlecrated Sons. Alas! we | 
ſee in theſe Days the Accompliſhment of that Apoſtolical 
Prediction fulfilled, Of your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeak- Acts xx. j 
ing perverſe Things, to draw away Diſciples after them.“. þ 
Inſtead of earnz/tly contending for the Truth, which was once jude iii. 
delivered unto the Saints, many of them give up both the 
Faith and Principles, the Rights and | Privileges of the 
Church to it's common Enemies ; even thoſe of an higher 
Station, whole: peculiar Office is to ſupport, unanimouſly 
conſpire (with the fooliſh Woman in the Proverbs) to pluck Prov. xiv. 
dawn the Hoxfe of God wit) both their Hands. Seeing the 
pernicious Attempts of a certain Prelate have not prov'd 
effectual to that End, by his calling in queſtion * the Pow- * See the 
er of the Chriſtian Priejthooad, their Ordination and Unin- 2 
terrupted Succeſſion, by taking off all Obligation to External — 
Communion with the Eſtabliſh d Church, that fo he may tive. 
break down the Hedge and let the wild Beaſts into the 
Lord's Vineyard, £9. Benjamin Ibbot, D. D. Rector of St. 
Paul's Shad well, and: Chaplain in Ordinary to his MajesTY, . 
has alſo. liſted himſelf with others of that Faction, in a 
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SERMON Preach'd before ths Right Honourable Sir GEORGE 
THOROLD, Kt. Loxp-Mavoxr of the City of LoN po, 


and the Court of ALDERMEN, Ge. on Thus ſd ay, September 
29. Anno Dom. 1720. Wherein the Doctor endeavours to 


out- do his Lordſbip, and both of them to undo the Church. 
The Doctor's Diſcourſe abounds with manifold Untruths, 
bold and groundleſs Aſſertions, falſe Premiſes, and worſe 
Concluſions : ?T'is a Sermon miſchievous at all Times, but 


now altogether unſeaſonable. Is this a Time to preach up 


Novel Doctrines, to ſow Diviſions in an Orthodox Church, 


and to hunt after Applauſe and Intereſt by thoſe Means, 
when our Neighbouring Nations are almoſt laid Waſte by 
Famine and Peſtilence? No, Repentance, Faith, and New Obe. 
dience are a more proper Subject tor Sermons, than vain po- 
litical Schemes of this Nature. If I might be allowed to 
preſcribe Texts to the Doctor, I wou'd recommend ſuch 
Iſa. xxvi. as theſe, I / hen thy Judgments are in the Earth, tlie Inhabitants 
of the World will learn Righteouſneſs. Now the Ax is laid 


to the Root of the Tree : Therefore every Tree that bringeth not 


Luk. xiii. forth good Fruit, is hewn down and caſt into the Fire. I tell 


1 


Jou, nay, but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, &c. 
However, I ſhall proceed to an impartial Examination of 
that of his own Choice ; and, .as I conceive, the Sermon 


upon it conſiſts of three general Parts. HFrſt, A Narration 


ot the preſent Controverſy between the Jews at Corinth and 
St. Paul, which was brought before Gallio, and a large, 


but falſe Character of that Judge. Secondly, A Conſidera- 


tion of the Office of the Civil Mogiſtrate taken from the Ex- 
ample of Gallio in that Affair. '[hiraly, The Concluſion. 


PART I. Of the Controverſy between the Jews and A 


St. Paul, and of Gallio's Character. 


Ads xvill. 14, 15. And when Paul was nom about to open 
bis Mouth, Gallio ſaid anto the Jews, if it were a Matter of 
Wrong, or wicked Lemdneſs, O ye Jews, Reaſon would that 
Iſbouid bear with you : But if it be a Queſtion of Words and 
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Names, and of your Law, | 


ook qe to it; for 
of ſeach Matters. a gn 


The Crime which the Jews here laid ogainſt St. Paul, and fer 


which they bro: ght him: before Gallio, W425 Blaſphemy ag 410. 
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The Doctor in theſe Pages has indeed given us tlie true 


Occaſion of this Controverſy Which happen'd at Corinth 
between the Jus and the Apoſtle: But the ſmooth and 
talſe Character of Gallio, being his firſt and fundamental 
Error, requires a farther Conſideration. This Chapter (ſays 


he) 1c the only Place of Scripture, nhere we find any mention t Sermon, 
made of Gallio; but from the Account which we here mee; with l. x. 


of his Behaviour upon this Occaſion, as well as from the Cha- 
racter which other Writers have given us cf him, we may juſtly 
conclude, that he was a Man of great Candor and Humanity, 
as well as a wiſe and diſcre:t Magiſtrate.---He was a Brother of 
Seneca, who gives him this Character; That be was a Man of 
a ſweet Temper, univerſally belov d, free from all Vicss, and 


the greateſt Hater of Flattery, Tacitus alſo makes menticy of - 
him to his Adwvantoge, and Statius gives him the ſame Teſtt- 
mony. Notwithſtanding this, ſome have ſeverely cenſur d his 


Conduct in this Aﬀair, as if it proceeded from Careleſſn:ſs.and 


Indifference in Religious Matters; and to render him more in- 
famous, have invented a new Name for this Sin, and calÞd it 
Gallioniſm. But I hope to juſtify the Deputy's Behaviour, ant” 
to ſhew, that what he ſpoke on this Occaſion, was wiſely ſpoke; 


and that if he had acted otherwiſe in this Matter than he did, he 
had tranſgreſſed the Bounds of his Dat). 

Hate his 
racter of Gallio, and prefers the ſilly Teſtimonies of three 


flattering Heathens to that of the inſpir'd Hiſtorian, who 
blames him ſeverely; for it Was neither Candor nor Ha- 
maznity in him to ſuffer the Mob to beat Soſthenes, the Chief 
Ruler 2 the nagogue, in the Court; but a great Piece of 

Cowardice and Injuſtice, as the *Dottor himſelf, Piſcutor and 


Fag. 15. 7 Peccat judexque ad manifeſtas injurias connivet. 
Piſc. in loc, | | every 


will be no Judge 


Doctor gives a very Partial and Imperfect Cha- 


every one acknowledges. Neither doth tle Character gi- 
ven him by theſe three Authors amount tothe Merits of ſuch 
a Glorious one as the Doctor beſtows.upon that Judge. Tis 
true, his Brother Seneca gives him the beſt of any; but if 
j a Brother will not ſpeak well of a Brother, who will? 
| Cornelius Tacitus does not make mention of him to his Ad- 
| vantage, (as the Doctor wou'd have us believe, ) unleſs 


| it was his Advantage to quale and tremble at his Harley: 
| Death, for which cowardly. Spirit Salienus rebuked him 
| _ ſharply, calling him an Enemy and Traitor to his Coun- 


try, as appears from that Author's Words (a) : Junium 
| Gallionem Senece fratris morte pavidum, E pro ſua incolumis. 
| tate ſupplicem, increpuit Salienus Clemens, hoſtem & Parrici-. 
| dum vocans.. Doubtleſs the Doctor was very hardly put to 
it, When he appeald to Statius for a Character of Galle. 
| | G): Mr.. Stephens his Commentator, ſays, That he is an 
| old muſty Author, offenſive to Boys, a great Plagiary from 
his Father, Antimachns, and Junius Maximus. The Learned: 
| | (c) Mr. Ecbard calls him a Sondrous Enthuſiaſtick Poet. 
1 Dat to clear up this Matter, I ſhall add the Relations 
1 of ſeveral other Authors Which have mentioned Gallio, 
[| (4) Dio informs us that Tiberius banifh'd and. afterwards. 
| confin'd him, becauſe he would have. perſwaded the Army 
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4 (a) Tacit, Annal. Jab. 15. prope ſinem. () — um hogie neglectus paſſim 
Y jacear,. nulli promit tem diem, aut urbem leatam fariens. Et quidem cauſan- 
I tur eum pretumidum & grandi-loquentiorem\quam-par eſt, cujus Imitatio 
| terſam & #quabilem Sermonum Caſtitatem iu juvenibus corrumpat : adee ut 
inftar Ranzxf.Fſopice excreſcant, quæ, ut æquatet Bovem, fe di ffendebat dum 
en. Prafat. in Stat inm, e ur Mili Vol z, p. 248. 


crepuit.; Staphen. Prefat. in 8 ; 
Q Junioln allionem, qui ſentemiam dixifſer, ut Miſites Fiberii exactis 
Stipendiis in SubſeWltis Equitum Spectacula viderent in exilium miſerit: hoc 
etimine; quod is militibus perſuadere voluiſſe videbatur, ut Reip. potids 
quam Tibesio ſtuderent: neque eo contentus Supplicio quum Lesbum ire eum 
accepiſſet, tut ibi vite amenitati eum ſubtraxit, & n ut Aft. 
nium-pridem-Gallum, cuſtediendum dedit. Dio in Tiderio. ---Ipſe Nero in 
thratrum prodiit, ee rer ſtetitque Cælet in 
bi Dio. in N ON 


Seiena habiru Citharagi,. erone, Lib. C1. p. . 
b ; ; 7 7. | MIT Lk 162 : * . tO 
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to comply: with the Common - wealth rather than the Em- 
peror; and how he attended Nero upon the Stage, and 
aſſiſtod him in his infamous Diverſions. (e Quintil ian lays 
he wrote fame ſmall Trac of Rhetorick, but it was very 
uncorrect. F/ Martial indeed commends him tor his Elo- 
quence, (g Euſebius affirms that he was a Famous Orater, 
Put at laſt, thro' Impatience, he deſtroy d himſelf, on pur- 
poſe to deprive Nero the Pleaſure of ſuch a Spectacle as he 
was intended for; 18 Wu JE e 

From theſe Hiſtorians We can gather nothing elſe, but 
that Ann aum Novatus, or Junius Gallio was the Elder Bro- 
ther of the famous Seneca, whom Nero diſpatch'd along 
with Piſo, Lacan, Seneca, Petronius, and many other Learn- 
ed and Noble Romans, on Pretence of Piſo's Conſpiracy 
againſt himſelf: That he was an Eloquent Orator, but a 
tair-(poken luke-warm Perſon, and thro? Deſpair became 
his own Executioner. But ſuch an Account as this can no 
ways tend to his or the Doctor's Advantage. 


II. The Doctor tells us, that Gallio was the Roman Pres 
fett of Achaia, a Conſular Province under Auguſtus ; but I 
think he is very far out in his Chronology, and makes a pro- 
digious Blunder in the Roman Hiſtory, as it Gallio had been 
Contemporary with that Emperor ; whereas he might have 
laid as well, that Achaia was a Conſular Province under 
L. Mummius the Conſul ; for he demoli{d Corinth, reduc'd 
Achaia and all Greece into the Form of a Province, in the 
606th Year of the City, as appears from (i) Livy, Horus, + 
and Juſtin, which was about 120 Years before Oifawus 


——— 


e) Scripfit nonnihil pater Gallio : accuratius vero priotes Gallione Celſus 
& Lenas, & noſtræ ætatis Virgilius, Plinius, Rutilius. Quint. Inſtit. Orat. 
Lib. 3. c. 1. (f) Duöõſque Senecas, unumque Lucanum facunda loquitur 
Corduba. Martial. L. 1. Epig. 62. (g) Junius Annæus Gallio, frater Seneca 
egregius Declamator, PN ſe manu interfecit, mortem e jus Nerone in ſuam 
Præſentiam deferente. Euſeb. Chron. lib. poſt. ad Oly, cexi. &c. (Y) Serm. 12 


(5) Vid. T. Liv. Lib. 52. L. Flor. L. 2. 16. Juſtio. Lib. 34. 1. 2. Echa 
Ceſar 


Rom, Hift, Vol. p. 1. 234. 
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Cæſar took the Title of Emperor. But ſeeing this Affair 
was brought before Gallio in the latter End of Claudius s 
Reign, about A. D. 55. (as appears from Act. 18. 2.) which 
was forty Years after the Death of Auguſtus: I think 
the Doctor ought to have ſaid, 'that Achaia was a Conſular 
Province under Claudius, and then he had not committed a 
Miſtake of 160 Years, which is as abſurd as if one ſhould 
ſay, that the preſent: Duke: of Grafton is Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, à Conntry under Queen Elizabeth: But ( Grotius, 
whom he tranſlates Word for Word, wou d have directed 


him to avoid this Error, if he had duly regarded that 
Nr,, N 2er at 10 SEL; 4 


Learned Author. 


III. The Doctor makes Gato to ſpeak thus to the Jews ; 
(1) Tf, you would accuſe this Man of | any Injaſtice, whereby he 

ad invaded any en- Right and Property,” or could lay to his 
Charge an) other flagitious ud villainous Atticn, done with a 
miſchievous Deſ gn, and whereby he had: diſturbed: the publick 
Peace, 746 N would that I ſhould bear with jou. It would be 
but 'right dud jaſt, that I ſhould bean mir thus Trouble which 
Jou would nom giue me; and bear with Patience what jou have 
0 ſay. I fboald then be obligad by the Dnty cf ny Place to 
take Copnizance of your Mat ter. If the Controverſy, as it 


feems to me, be not aboat Civil, but Religious Matters: as a- 


baut the Word which Paubpreachid, and the Truth of that Word, 
#nd:'whether it be' agreeable to hour Law, or about Names of 
differen: Seits in Religion, and of their Founders; as whether 
th: Name of Meſſiah or Chriſt belongs to that Jeſus whom Paul 
preachzs,) and what Appellation is to be givers to his Followers ;, or 
al out the Senſe and Meaning cf theſe Prophecies which Paul 

Nies to Chriſt: Or if the Diſpate relates to the Rites and 
Ceremonies of jour Law, as whether Circumciſion be ſtill in 
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adjunxit, & Celatianan) fecit, ſed Claudius has proviucias ſeuatui feddidit 
3. 8. rurfus fecit ebend. Gict. in loc. "PP ITE „ li Wo — 
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Force, 


Dr. IB BO TVS Sermon. 
Force, and all that are uncircumciſed are out of God's Favour: 
I. ſay, if the Matter about which you are at Variance, be con- 
cerning your Meſſiah, who he is, and what is agreeable or co8- 
trary to your Law, or any thing elſe of this Rind, look ye to it. 


Make it up among your ſelves, or Diſpute as long as ye pleaſe 
about it. For I will be no Judge of ſuch Matters. *Tis none cf my 


Buſineſs to determine ſuch Diſputes. Theſe Things no way affect 


the publick Peace and Quiet, which tis iny Duty 10 take care of, 


nor do they make any one guilty of any Crime againſt th: Law 


of the Land. And this was a wiſe Anſwer, (ſays the Doctor,) 
and ſben d that he was well acquainted with the. Nature and Ex- 


tent of his Office , and he was too good a Man to liſt himſelf in 
any Party, and to abuſe the Power which was lodg'd in his Hands, 
by applying it to Purpoſes foreign to the original Deſign of it. 

. To all which it may be anſwered on the coatrary, that 


Gallio was neither too good a Man, nor a wiſe and diſcr:et 


Magiſtrate : He was very culpable as to his private Capa- 
city, for his Indifference in Religion; he had then a ſingular 


Opportunity of ſearching after Truth, of being inſtructed by 


St. Paul in the Principles of the very beſt of Religions; yet 
he neglected and deſpiſed that Seaton, and we do not find 
that he had afterwards another Offer of that nature; and 
ſo he continued a ſtapid Heathen to the Day of his Death. 
Chriſtianity had then made a great Appearance in the 
World, and many of his Neighbours had embrac'd it; fo 


that one would have thought, this Gze aT MAN out of Cu- 


rioſity might haveconſulted the 2 upon that Head, as (a) 


Herod, Pilate, Agrippa, Feſtus, and other ingenious Heathens 


did: Nay, this Hane Wretch calls the Controverſy about 


Religion, a Queſtion of Words and Names, i. e. Trifles not - 


worthy to be regarded. 


2. Gallio is not ſo highly commendable for refuſing ito 


determine that Cauſe between the Jews and the 4po/?le, as 


— — 


(a) Mark 6. 20. Luke 3 9. 23. 8. * 27. 


Was 


the Doctor repreſents him: And yet I may ſay, that Gallio 
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was in ſome meaſure in the right, but the Doctor intirchy 
in the wrong, for making ſo bad an Uſe of his Example, 
to diſſwade all civil Magiſtrates from doing any good Ofh- 
ces for the Encouragement and Maintenance of the true 
Apoſtolick Religion. *T was none of Gallio's Buſineſs ſo to 
do; not as if it was unlawful in it ſelf, or as if no Roman 
Magiſtrate before him had concern'd himſelf about Mazters 
in Religion; for Romulus, Numa, and all of them had ſtill 
exerted their Power to propagate the ſame, and theſe were 
Patterns to direc him how to proceed: But becauſe Chri- 


ſtianity being then in its Infancy, the Romans had made no. = 


particular Law againſt it {which was afterwards done in the 
11th Year of Nero, When he rais'd the fir general Ferſecu 
tion againſt the Chriſtians, but this happen d near twenty 
Years before Nero's Edict was publifld:) There was no 
ſtanding Lam for Gallio to go by, and therefore he cou'd not 
take any Cognizance of this Diſpute, neither cou'd he fairly 
puniſh either Party by Death, Impri ſonment, or Stripes; 
and he being willing to live at eaſe, and undiſturb'd, 
ſoon put an end to the Hearing of that Cauſe. But it does 
not follow, becauſe Gallio had no Lam to direct him, thar 
therefore all Chriſtian Magi ſtrates have none, or ought to 
have none to this very Day; or, becauſe this /azy Heathen did 
not act in religious Matters, that our ſupreme Magiiinate 
ought not to interpoſe his Authority when it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the Preſervation of our holy Religion. On this: 
Account (4) a learned Divine reckons Gall ia mwicled 
Magi ſtrates, who will nat take Coznizance of Cauſas mich con- 
cern the Worſhip of God, as if theſe only couser ud tham, which 
belang to the ſecond, Table of the Law. #8 

From all which it appears, how little Grounds the Do- 
cor had to extol Gallia as tuo good a Man, for rejecting the 
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(a) Qui nolunt cognoſcere de cavffis, qui cultum Dei concernunt, exiſti- 


mantes eas duntaxat cauſas ad ſe pertinere, que ſpectant poſteriorem Legis 
Tavulam, Ex. Gallao, Act. 19. &cc. Rav agclti: Bibliouh. 8. J. 2. Fo 148 


| Dr. IB BOT s Sermon. 
Determination of this grand Diſpute; according to this Rule, 
the Pilot in a Storm, the General in a Day of Battel, may 
be too good Man to act in any apparent Danger. And how 
falſely be lays down the negligent Part of this Judge as a Pat- 
tern and Rule for all Chriſtian Printes to obſerve ; making it 
unlawful for them to exceed the Example of this Lale- 
warm Proconſul in any thing that may tend to the Promo- 
tion of good Learning, Mannzrs and true Religion. 


Pv II. Of the Office and Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate. | 


The Words thus open'd (ſays the Doctor) (a) natrrally lead 
me to treat of the Nature and Extent of the Office of the Civil 
Magiſtrate ; this is alſo the Title of his Sermon: But in my 
Opinion, it ought to have been calPd, Th: NATURE of the 
RESTRAINT of the OrFICE of the CIVIL. MAGISRATE ; for 
I am ſure, the Doctor herein reſtrains the Civil Magiſtrate 
ſo far from having any Concern about Religious Matters, that 
I wonder he has not expreſly reſtrain'd him from the Power 


of having ſo much as a Chaplain about him, for thus ſome 


People ſerv'd the (b) Royal Martyr ; but alas! this wou'd 
allo reſtrain the Doctor from Preferment. Behold what 
narrow Bounds he allows the Civil Magiſtrate: *Tis plain, 
that Civil Government was inſtituted for the Preſervation and 
Advancement of Men's Civil Intereits, for the better Security 
f their Lives, and Liberties, and external Poſſeſſions; and 
this is all that the Prince has to do according to this Do- 
ctrine. But I hope to make it appear, that the Office of the 
Chriitian Magiitrate may really be extended beyond the 
Doctor's Limits, as | | 

I. It's the Office of a Chriſtian Magiitrate to encourage and 
prote& good Men in the Exercife of Religion, both by his 
own Example and wholſome Laws, and to puniſh thoſe 
who deſpiſe and blaſpheme it. 
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(a) Serm. p. 4. | (b) See Bled, Bama. Chap. 24. 
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2. To promote true Religion in his Dominions, to ſee. 
that the pure Worſhip of the true God be perform'd in a de- 
t Manner, and that his Subjects conform thereunto. 

3. To order with the Confent of the Clergy, the Rite 
and Ceremonies of Religion, that theſe only be us'd which 
tend moſt to preſerve Decency and Order, to protect the 


Perſons of Minizters, and grant them a ſufficient Mainte- 


nance; to regulate all their Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies, Synods 
and Councils, to appoint Faits and Feitivals upon ſolemn 
Occaſions, to erect Churches, Schools and Hoſpitals, for the 
Service of God, the training up of Youth, and the Mainte- 
nance and Comfort of the Poor and Infirm. I 

For thus far the good Magiitrates among Jems, Heathens 
and Chriſtians, have proceeded to their laſting Honour and 


Commendation ; but thoſe who ated on the contrary, 


have been branded with Infamy and Contempt. Tis well 


known that Joſhua, the Judges, King David, Solomon, Aſa, 
* oaſh, Hezekiah, and others, deſtroy'd Idolatry, 


cd the Idolaters, erected Altars, order'd the Courſes of 


the Prieſts, built and repair'd the Temple, collected and diſ- 


pos'd of Money for thoſe Charges, caus'd the Paſſover and 


other Religious Duties to be ſolemnly celebrated, and 


wrought a glorious Reformation in true Religion, when the 
Priezts and Levites were negligent in their Office. Nebu- 
chadne⁊ car, Cyrus, Darius, Artaxerxes, the King of Nizeve,, 
Alexander the Great, and Seleucus, &c. made Decrees thro? 
all their Dominions to Worſhip the true God, they ſet his Peo- 
ple at Liberty, order'd them to rebuild the Temple to the Lord 
God of Heaven, allow*d Timber, Salt, and ſuch like Charges 
tor the Sacrifices out of their own "Treaſury, they requir'd 
the Prayers of the People of God for themſelves, their Fami- 
lies and Dominions, they protected them from their Adverſa- 
ries, and appointed ſolemn Faſts, &c. Lycurgus, Numa and 
Solon, made Laws concerning Religion in Athens, Rome and 


Sparta : 'T:moleon, Auguſtus and others, rebuilt and endow'd 


all che Temples that had fallen into Decay in Crete and . 
4 | | | OMe. 


Dr. LBBOTS Sermon. 
Rome. (a) Judas Maccabeus repair'd the Breaches, purchas'd 
holy Veſſels and Inſtruments tor the Service of the Temple, 
pulP'd down the Idols, and cleanſed the Sanctuary from the 
rofanation of Antiochus Epiphanes, choſe Prieſts of a blame- 
leſs Converſation, and appointed an Anniverſary Feſtival in 
Commemoration of the Reparation of the Temple, which 
our Saviour honour'd with his own Preſence, Jo. x. 22. Con- 
#antine publiſh'd ſeveral EdiQs in Favour of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, granting to all Profeſſors the free Exerciſe of it, he de- 
itroy'd the Idol Temples, reftor'd the former Places of Nor- 
ſhip to them, and built ſeveral nem magnificent Churches, gave 
great Gifts to them, he commanded fine Copies of the Bible to 
be made; when the Hereſy of Arius infected the Church, he 
aſſembled the fir general Council at Nice, conſiſting of 318 
Biſhops from all Cuarters of the Empire; he baniſh'd Arius 
and burnt the Books of that Heretic, he ſettled the Time 


for the keeping of Eaſter, and made many, good Laws for the 


Diſcipline and Government of the Church? Yet he neglect- 
ed not the Civil Affairs, but demonſtrated a paternal Care 
towards all Perſons; and therefore all Nations highly ap- 
plauded and unanimouſly acknowledged he was a Common 


Theodoſius, Juſtinian, and others of his Succeſſors thought 
*twas their Duty to enact good Laws for the Eſtabliſhment 
of true Religion. The Britiſb, Saxon, and Engliſb Princes 
have been as active therein as other Chriſtian Monarchs; 
for King (b) Lucius ſent a Letter to Eleutherius Biſhop of 
Rome, deſiring his Directions to make him a Ins he 


turd ſome Heavhen Jemples into Chriſtian Churches, built 


and endow'd others at his own Charges. (c).Ethelbert very 
kindly receiv'd and maintam'd Augliitine and his Compa- 
nions, King Edward Con feſſor built and granted great Pri. 
vileges to the Abby of Weitminiter, and made many excel- 


lent Laws for the Benefit and Protection of the Church, 


(9) 1 Maccab. 4. 42. (b) Bede Eccl, Hiſt. (e) Collier's Church Hiſt. &c 
PI | which 


Good beſtow'd upon Mankind by God's Favour and Mercy. 
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which were rather the Laws of his Predeceſſors than thoſe 


of his own making, as Sir Henry Spelman obſerves. Alared 
the e and other Biſhops caus'd William the Couque- 
ror at his Corommtion to take an Oath before the Altar of 
St. Peter, that he ſhould defend the Church of Chrift';” and 
all our Monarchs have done the like. By (a) Act of Par- 
liament the Ning is declared to be Supream Head (f the 
Church as well as of the State, he is eſteemed her Guard:- 


an and Wurſing Father: And now the Kings of Englaud 


glory ory iptendid Pearl of their Diadem Defender of 
een e eee | 
If his Majeſty were ſuch a Prince as Nero, Domitian, 
De:izs, or Diocleſian, who made it their Buſineſs to extir- 
pate Chriſtianit), to deſtroy the Teachers and Profeſſors, of 
it, this Doctrine might perhaps have fome plauſible. Pre- 
tence, tho? none of the Primitive Fathers ever preach'd af- 
ter this manner; while the Emperors were Heathens they 
fubmitred themſelves to their Authority, when they be- 
came Chriſtians, they thought themſelves happy, under 
cheir Couritenaice and Prorettion, and we hould be of the 
fame Mind at this,” Time:? For Im apt to think, that it 

wht have fared very ill with the Doctor, if this Sermon 
had been preached before any of tnemn. 
2. The Corruption in Religion and Manners is oWing 
intitely to the Want of a Civil Magistrate; while Joſbaa 
and 5 good Ralers tiv A, Iſrael ferved the Lord; th then 
thete were Priefts and Levites to govern. the Church; but 
upon their Death, or an Interregnum, 1/720 fell away to 
 Taolatry, Vice and Immorality, Toſh. xxiv. 31. Judg. ii. 19. 
In thofe Days there was no Ring in Tract but every Man 
did that which'was right in his own Eyes, Judg. xvii. 6. xviii. 
r. Xxi. 25. This 7 take to be an irrefragable Argument 
tor the Magiſiratè s concerning himſelf in Matters of Reti- 
ent rome | e l 


) 1. of Edward 6. New State of Great - Britain. Part 3. Chap. r, and 3. &c. 
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3. To finiſh this Head, I beg Leave of the Doctor to 
ſhow him how he differs from the Judgment of Learned 
Divines, who have freely own'd, that the Duty of Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrates extends to theſe Branches about Relig/ on, 
which I have mentioned. Polanus ſays, (a] The Inſpettion 
aud Care of Religions Matters belongs to the Civil Megiſtrate by 


Divine Right, as appears from ths Divine Inſtitution of Rings 


at firſt, aud the Examples of the Kings of Judah; when Joas 
FC ery nes callacted 72 ene 25 Temple, was not 
dispo for that aſe, he took thas care upon himſelf, and by 
his Royal Authority ſattled the mhole Matter b. Atter the fame 
manner, in the Days of Jaboialim, ( the Princes of Judas 
reſcued the Prophet ah, Who was then condemu'd to 
death by the Conſiſtar) of Prieſts and Prophets. (c Limborch 
tells us, The People's Safety is eithes Spirit nal and Eternal, Cor- 
pareal or Civil; and: both theſe are commatted to the Civil Mas 
giſtrate's Care, and upon this Arcount he's call a, The Guardian 
of bath Tables. (d) A Learned Author asks and anſwers 
this Queſtion. . May the Civil Maziſtrate change the 
Church Government * KA. He may alter the outward Form 
thereaf,, as it denen s upon the Circumſtances of Time, Place 
and Perſon: ;, but the Subſtance of it he cannot change; he can 
alſo by his Laws force the Obſervation of the Government and 
paniſh the Diſturbers of the Chanc!)s. Peace. — The Authority of 
Princes in Religions Matters, Gays another,) (e) may be - 
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(a) Jure divino Inſpe&io & cura rerum divinarum Magiſtratui Politica 
gonvenit, quod arguit Regum- Inftitutio x Deo facta, & exempla R 


Judz. Jaas: Rex quum videret Peev:yiam Sacram à Sacerdotibus non res | 


adminiſfrari, immiſit ſe illi curz, & Authoritate regia Rem compoſuit. 
Amand. Polan. Symag. Theol. Lib. x. c. 66. Y Jerem. xxvi. 
(e). Eſt autem Suhditorum Salus vel Spititualis & zrerna, vel corpotea ae 
Civilis. Utriuſque cura Magiſtratui demandata eſt; hine utriuſque Tabula 
Cuſtodes vocari lolent; iritualem & zternam Subditorum Salutem pro- 
eutant. - 10. -- 29, 30. &f cc Limb. Theol. Cap. 63. Se; 20, zt, 22. &Cc. 
) View of all Religions, pag. 411, ſect. 12. 
(e) Dr. Towerſon on fifth Command. Part 6. pag. 274. 
* Vic, Rex habet jus & Authori tatem ordinandi ea, quæ ad Cultum Dei & 
veram Religionem tuendam pertinent -- Ravanetl. Biblioth. S. Vol. 2. in voce 
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fold, indirect or direct: By the former we are to underſtand 
that which pretends to an Over-(ight of them only in Relation 
to the State; by the latter, that which pretends to an Intereit 
in Religious Matters as ſuch. --- Princes have a Power of cal- 
ling or limitting Religious Aſſemblies, or appointing who ſhall 
ſerve at the Altars in them, or putting by thoſe that are. 
That it belongs to Princes to judge what is right or not rightly 
decreed by the Church, and accordingly as they ſhall judge either 
to give or with hold their Aſſent.  * This Power is alſo al- 
low'd the Civil Magiſtrate by Canons, Articles, and the 
Doctrine of the Church of England. + The King's Majeſty 
* hath the chief Power in this Realm of England, and other his 
N Domi nions, unto whom the chief Government of all Eſtates o 

" this Realm,whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, in all Cauſes 
Aoth appertain. — We give not to our Prince the r 
either of. God's Word, or of the Sacraments : The which thing 
the ee oy ſet ferth by Elizabeth our. Queen, do moſt 
plainly teitify ; but that only Perogative, which.we ſee to have 
been given always to all 20 Princes in holy Scriptures by God 


himſelf, that is, that they ſhould rule all Eitates and Degrees 
committed to their Charge by God, whether they be Eccleſiaſti- 
cal or Temporal, and reitrain with the civil Sword the Stub- 
born, and Evil-doers. | 1 
That the Doctor may take from the Civil Magiſtrate 
all Concern about Religious Matters, he will not permit him 
ſo much as to puniſh Vice and Immorality in 4 Religious but 
in à Civil Senſe or Capacity only, i. e. as they are injurious to 
Men's Civil Intereſts, and deſtructive of the good Order and 
Government of the World, and not as they have any inherent 
Turpitude in them, and are Immoralities and Tranſsreſſions of 
the Divine Law. But this leaves the Prince to a mere 
outward Shew and Appearance for Religion and Juſtice ; 
for he that has not a real and earneſt Concern for promo- 


— 


Ses Dr. Fidde's Body of Divinity, part 2. page 501, Ke. | 
1 4. 37. Canon 1, 2. Lig, &&. i 40 
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ting the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, will never do 


Juſtice between Man and Man. KinGs were at firſt in- 


{tituted to puniſh Vice in God's Room, and for his take ; 
becauſe it is abominable in thoſe Eyes which are purer 
than to behold Iniquity. When Moſes ſet up Juagæs, he 
pitclyd upon ſuch as fear'd God, Men of Truth, hating Co- 
vetouſneſs: It was his Study to inſtruct the People in Gods 


Laws and Statutes; he order'd the Ring to write a Copy of the 


Law of God, to read it all the Days of his Life, and to govern 
his People according to the Rules therein contain'd. On this 


account, Chriſtian Magiſtrates are called God's Miniflers and 


Servants, and they that fear him, will alſo honour him, 
and puniſh Iniquity more for the Love of Go b, than for 
the Damage they do to private Perſons, page 7. 

To make this Aſſertion good, the Doctor advances 
another notorious Falſhood, page 8. For there being no ſtand- 
ing Law of God, which has annex d any Civil Puniſhment to 
any Sin, (if perhaps we may except Murder) this is the cnly 
Rule the Magiitrate has to direct him in his puniſhing Offen- 
ders. Tis ſtrange the Doctor ſhould tell us, there's n ſtand- 


ing Law of God againſt any Sin, whereas Murder is mark'd 
out for a Civil Puniſhment. Gen. ix. 6. Which is one of 


the Statute Laws of Nature, given to Adam, and afterwards 
to Noah : For that and all other Crimes, divers Sorts of 
Civil Puniſhments are annex'd by the Law of Moſes and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, viz. (i) Beheading, Strangling, Stone- 
ing, Burning, Scourging and Retaliation, &c. as appears at 
large from the 21, 22, 23, and 24. Chapter of Exodus, 
the 22, 23, and 24. of Deut. Job. 31. Pſal. 101. Mat. 5. 
v. 21, 22. There our Saviour aſſigns ſeveral Kinds of Pu- 
niſhment according to the Ia inouſneſs of the Crime; 
He made a Scourg? of ſmall Cords (according to the Jwiſb 
Cuſtom of Scourging,) Deut. 25. 2. And drove the Traders 
ont of the Houſe of God. Jo. 2.15. a fit Puniſhment indeed 
for thoſe Wretches who tranſgreſſed Go#”s Law. Levit. 


19. 30. Again, All they that take the Sword ſhall periſh by the * 26. 
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li Godwyne's Moſes & Aaron, L. 5. 2 8, 9. 
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Sword ; ſeeing all Murderers do not actually periſh by the 


Sword, our Lord muſt certainly ſpeak of the Right which 


the Magiſtrate has to puniſh Criminals even unto Death, 


1 Pet. 4. 
15, 16. 


for the Sw-rd is an Inſtrument of Corporea! Puniſhment, 
not of a Pecuniar) Mulit. If I be an Offender, (ſays St. Paul) 
or have committed any thing worthy of Death, I r:fuſe not to 
die; and upon Examination his Judges found that he had 
done nothing worthy of Death or of B:nds, (i. e.) ſuch Crimes 
as by the Roman Law are puniſhable capzrally or by Im. 
priſonment. He aſſures us, that Rulers are arm'd by God 
tor that very End. Roz. iii. 4. They are a Terror to Evil- 
Doers, boar no: th: Sword in vain, and are oblig'd to Execute 
Wrath upon him that doth Evil. Let none of you (faith 
St. Peter,) Suffer as a Murderer, as a Thief, or as an Evil 
Doer, or as a Buſy-body ;, yet if apy Man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, 
let him not be aſhamed. From all this it appears, that 
God has made certain Laws and enacted divers Pan- hes 
upon the Tranſgreſſors thereof which is for his own 
Glory : And therefore the Doctor's ſubtile Diſtinction, or 
Sp ation, which himſelf owns to be impoſſible, is to no 
urpoſe. 
F 1 heſe are ſome of the Doctor's Politicłs, his Scheme of 
the End and Defign of Religion comes now into Conſidera- 
tion; and this he confines to our Duty to God only, (a) Reli- 
gion is tranſacted between a Man's ſelf aud God, and is what 
% Body elſe is conzern'd in, &c. But moſt Divines extend it 
to theſe Two Branches, according to the Two Fables of the 
Lam, viz. Our Duty towards Goi, and our Duty towards our 
Ne gblour. ( Lactantius ſays, The firit Duty of Religion is to 
be united to God; and the next is to Man. Nay, the Doctor 
affirms, (c) That Morality and Virtue are the chief and main 
ihi:gs woerein it conſiits, yet he can fairly put them aſunder 
upon another Deſign. 3 
This looſe Deſcription of Religion, as J ſuppoſe, is in- 
tended to pave the way tor another like it, and that is (d) 


f Religion as it was in the State of Nature; wherein (he 


Sm. 7. 9,10. (b) Latk. T d. c 18. c Page 13, (4) Serme pe Ir. 
1 tells 
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tells us) every one embrac'd that Religion, which either his own 
Reaſon dictated, or Revelation diſcover'd to him, and had a right 
o ordering for himſelf th: external Circumſtances of Religious 


Worſhip. In all theſe Things every ons was left to his ona Li- 


berty, and was accountable to none but God. But all this is 
very abſurd and unaccountable, for our firff Parent being 


ſenſible of the Miſery into which he had plung'd himſelt, 


repented truly of his Sin, accepted the joyful Promiſe of a 
Meſſiah, and by Virtue of his Paternal Authority, in{tructed 
his Family in the true Worſhip of God, he aſſembled them to- 
gether for that End, and taught them to offer Sarrifices x 
Therefore, *tis ſaid, Cain and Abel brought their Offerings, 
1: e. to Adam, who ſacrificed them to the Lord in their 
Names, Gen. iv. 3. Cain and Lamech were certainly afraid 
of human Power and outward Force, for their Fratricide and 
Polygamy, whereby they had tranſgreſs'd in the Law of Na- 
ture, they were alſo excommunicated from the So-zety of 
the Church then in Adam's Family. In the Days of Eros, as 
Mankind multiplied on the Earth, they began to worſhip 
God in publick Aſſemblies. Noah was a Preacher of Right= 
eguſneſs, he built an Altar, and ſacrificed Offerings thereon 


to the Lord. Abraham commanded his Children, and a very 


numerous - Hoaſhold after him, to keep the way of the Lord, 
and to do Juſtice and Judgment. This was aſterwards re- 
ducꝰd into a Law by Moſes, Deut. 6. 7. And thus the fert So- 
cieties of Mankind, were under the Direction and Authority 
of Adam, Seth, Enos, Noah, Abraham, and other inſpir'd Pa- 
 triarchs, who were inveſted with the Primogeniture and $2: 
cerdotal Office, until Jacob ſettled the Regal Power in the Tribe 
of Judah; and Moſes the Prieſtly in that of Levi. (a) Thus tho 
whole Earth was of one Language, and of one Speech, ſo of one 
Religion under the Patriarchat Diſpenſation, for 1757 Years 
and more, till Ignorance, Barbarity and Ido ati increas'd upon 
the Diſperſion of Nations thro? the World. 
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(a) Gen. xi. t. Melanth. cum antea plus valeret pater na Authoritar, & 
Seniori patri cateri ultio parerent. Chron. p. 9. & 19. Vid. Owen. . ON 
«a de Theolog. Adamica. L. 2. c. 2, 3. Dr. Cave's Apparats, Sect. 1. 
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The Doctor comes to enquire, (a) whether any Alteration 
was made in this Caſe by the Inſtitution of Civil Government; 
And anſwers it in the Negative, Men did not at all ſubmit 
themſelves in Religious Matters to the Will of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, as they ſubmitted their Perſons and Properties to be di- 
tos d of by him for the obtaining the End of Society, &c. But 
at the Beginning of Civil Sotieties, (b) the Will of their 
Princes was the only Law, and among other Things they 
always took Care of Religious Matters; as appears from 
the Patriarchs already mention d. * Ninus ſet up the I- 
mage of his Father Belus, or Nimrod, and caus'd it to be 
Wworſhipped: This was the Origine of Idolatry, and ever 
ſince both Prieſts and People among the ancient Babylonians, 
Feyp:tans, Grecians, Romans, and other barbaroys Nations, 
ſubmitted to the Inſtitutions and Ordinances of Religion that 
was eſtabliſh'd and authoriz'd by their Princes. Did not 
Abraham ſubmit himſelf to Melchiſedecſł, Aaron to the Laws 
and Ordinances of Moſes © Did not the Prieſts and Laity ſub- 
mit themſelves to the Directions given them by Joſhua, Da- 
vid, Solomon, Cyrus, Artaxerxes, and other Princes, concern- 
ing the Celebration of Circumciſion, the Paſſover, and other 
Feſtivals and Religious Solemnities, the Service of Gol in the 
Temple, the Rebuldinz of it, and other Religious Matters? 
Did not the Primitive Chriſtians freely and cheerfully ſub- 
mit to the Conſtitutions, Laws and Edidts of Conſtantine, and 
other Chriſtian Princes? Ought not we then much more to 
ſubmit ourſelves to the wholeſome Laws that have been made 
and ſupported for that End, by the Approbation and Au- 
thority of our Monarch, who is 3 Narſi#g-Father, and a 
G-ardian to the Church of Chriſt ? So far the Doctor is out 
in his Anſwer to this Head. DE 
Bur to add to the reſt, he brands that excellent and rea- 
ſonable Duty of Submiſton to the higher Powers in Religious 
Matters, with u very odious Title, Men (ſays he) cannot 
ebandon the Care of their Souls, as they may that of their Bo- 


il. (a) Seim. 5. 12. (0 Juſtio. Hiſt. lib. 1. c. i. 
" * Forbel, Inſt. Hiſt, Taco), lib. 7. c. 7. 
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dies and Eſtates, and blindly leave it to their Magiſtrates, to 
preſcribe what Faith or Worſhip they ſhall embrace. This is cer- 
tainly a very indecent Reflection upon a Chriſtian Magiſtrate. 
What! doth a good Subject abandon the Care of all his Af 
fairs, or caſt them away in a deplorable Condition, becauſe 
he ſubmits himſelf to the Laws of his Prince, who defends 
him from Violence, and protects him in his Rights and 
Liberties ? Is not this to render a Chriſtian King as bad, as 
black as Nero and Domitian, who endeavour'd to ruin the 
State at one Blow; in whoſe Days it was thought a Crime 
to be either Pious or Wealthy. 
2. Seeing Men can't, as the Doctor ſays, abandon the Care 
2 their Souls, does it follow that they may abandon their 
3odies and Eſtates, and blindly leave them to the Magiſtrate ? 
No, Men are not oblig'd to abandon either of them, or Hlindly 
leave them to the Maziitrat? as ſo many Sheep, till he cuts 
their Throats : For theſe Things are not the Magiſtrates, 
nor their own either, but Gods, 1 Cor. 3. 23. A prudent 
Submiſſion of both to lus Laws and Ordinances, is a com- 
mendable Duty before God, and engages him to protect 
Subjects from Violence and Error, and therefore can't be 
calPd abandoning of them, nor blinaly leaving them to his Care, 
as the Doctor blindly teaches. f 
3. Tho' the Care of every Man's Soul belongs to himſelf, i. e. 
priacipally, and before all other things, yet every Man 
ought to have a ſubordinate Care of his Brother's Soul, of 
thoſe in his Family, and under his Subjection, to pity, help 
and rebuke him, as occaſion ſerves, Lev. 191 17. * Rom. 14. 
1. 15. 1, 2. Thus the Doctor has the Care of many Thou- 
ſand Souls, I hope he takes Care not to leave them to their 
own Care. | | 870 | 
This leads me to the great End and Deſign of the Doctors 
Sermon, Viz. a Toleration or Abſolute Liberty ia Matters of 
Religion and Conſcience, which, however it has been viliſſed, 
and exclaim'd againit,. is as muc) every Man's juil Right, as 
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any other thingwhich tan be mention d. Tis ftrange the Doctor cou'd 
not be contented with a limited Toleration or Liberty of Conſcicnce, 
ſuch as is granted to all. Nonconformiſts in this Kingdom; but he 
muſt plead for an abſolute and unbounded one: Can't he that has 
ſhown ſuch an Art of ſettling Bounds to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
have alſo the Conſcience to ſet Bounds to ſome Bodies Conſcience ? 
But the Doctor ſaw that nothing wou'd deſtroy the Church of 
England ſo effectually, as removing the ancient Boundaries, and 
opening the Door lo wide, that Roman Catholicks, Pretbyterians, 
Duakers, Anabaptiſts, Browniſts, ' Muggletonians, Libertines; nay, 
Fews, MHabometans, and Infidels,, might have an abſolute Liberty of 
Cen ſcience, i. e. that it might be lawful for every one of them to; 
chufe his own Religion, to have none at all, or to be of what 
Opinion ſeems beſt to himſelf. But this is ſuch a thing as no, 
Man, or no Set of Men ought to have, much leſs ſhould, any 
plead. for it: For then, he that worſhips the true God, and be 
that denjes him; he that offers up Cakes to the Cueen of Heaven, 
and he that adores the God of Heaven; another that bows down 
beſore our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and another that bflaſphemes him; 
they that believe in the bleſſed Trinity, and they that ridicule: 
it; thoſe that are zealous of good Works, and theſe that deli ght 
in evil ones; they that believe The Reſurtection of the Dead, 
and fuch as deny it; are all equally honeſt Neighbours, good 
Churchmen, and found Belie vers; every Man of them M Orthodox to. 
Bimſelf, tis no body's Buſineſs to inſtruc, dire, or controul. 
them, they are all in the right on't, and ſo they muſt go on. 
Alas! what a Wound would ſuch an abſolute Toleration give Reli- 
gion? What Diſhonour doth it offer to God, and Deſtruction to 
the Souls of Men? How many Churches would it erect in this lit- 
tle Iſland ? How ſoon ſhould there be no Church at all to be ſeen 
in Brita. Surely the Doctor has forgotten the 8% Article of. 
the Church: of Engl and, which expreſly Anathematizes any one 
that ſhall maintain that a Man may be ſayed- in any Religion 
which he profeſſes; ſo that he lives according to the Rules of it. 
If the ancient Diſcipline of the Church was in force now- a- days, 

and ours had ſuch a Regard to't as the Primitive Chriſtians had; 
perhaps there might be leſs need of the Civil Maigiftrate's Power 
and Authorny. circa Sacra: But ſeeing ſome Men regard the 
Feclefiaſtical ſo little, eſpecially: ſince his: Lordſbip and the Po- 
or have given that intirely up, the Civil Power is now ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, that were it not for fear of it, the Genera- 
lity of Mankind would be of no Religion at all. 


But 
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But who will give the Doctor thanks for this extraordinary 
Gratuity? True Chriſtians are content to ſubmit themſelves to 
the Higher Powers, they are willing to be bound up in the U- 
nity of the Spirit and Bond of Peace, to continue in the Com- 
munion of Saints, and with one Mouth, and one Heart, to ſerve 
God as Members of the Church Milicant, in hope of becoming 
one Day Members alſo of the Church 1 but looſe 
Chriſtians are looſe Men, they love an Abſolute Liberty, 
they hate that any one ſhould be Lord over them; and without N 
all peradventure the Doctor has oblig'd them, by calculating 
ſuch Prineiples as are moſt agreeable to their Licentious Diſpo- 
ſition. The Roman Catbolicks defire nothing more than ſuch a 
Toleration. (a) knowing it muſt needs tend to tbe Ruin of the Church d 
of England. Mr. (b) Toland pleads heartily for a Tileration to 
Mahometans, I have repreſented them (ſays he) as a ſort of Chri- 
ftians, and not the worſt fort neither. --- And ſhould the Grand Seignior | 
inſiſ upon it, they might with as much Reaſon and Safety be tolerated 2 
at London and Amſterdam, as the Chriftians of every kind are ſo | 

_ at Conſtantinople, and throwghout all Turkey. But let this ſhame- 
leſs Author remember, that there's a vaſt Difference between an 
\ Engliſh and a Turkiſh Toleration. | | 9 
' How far other Schiſmaticks and Hereticks may acquieſce in an 

"abſolute Toleration, J ſhall not enquire farther ; but Im ſure nei- 
ther Quakers nor Presbyteriqns will accept of it, as appears from 
their own Writings ; Mr. Barclays Apology for the .2uakers, Prop. 
24. . 488. the Harmonious Conſent with London Preachers, A. D. 

1648. p. 12. Calamy's Sermon before the Houſe of Commons 1646. | 
Mr. Meldrum's Sermon before the General Aſſembly May 16. 1703. 
But if they will not grant Toleration to any when they have the 
Power in them, why ſhould the DoRor be ſo kind and generous 
to them? By obliging Diſſenters of every Denomination, he en- 
deavours to deſtroy the A# of Uniformity, reflects upon the King 
and Parliament, who made that and other Laws for Eſtabliſhment 

of the Hoctrine, Worſbip, Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of Eng- 
land, on theſe Princes alſo who maintain'd them with their Blood, | 
and preſerv'd it from the Power of it's Enemies. I do not ap- I 

prove of Inquiſition, or Perſecution for Conſcience ſake ; but think 
it's a very commendable and Chriſtian Diſpoſition to bear wich 
the weak Profeſſor, and thoſe that don't diſſent from the EHal- 
liſh'd Church in the Eſſential Articles of our Holy Faith : And there- 


— 


m 


(a) See the Scourge, p- 68, 2 009 Nazarenus, p. 1 


fore 
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fore I highly commend the great Wiſdom of our Prince, who 
have very prudently eſtabliſh'd one Church as National; but have 
judg'd it proper to deny Diſſenters the extraordinary Privilege of 
ſuch an abſolure Toleration. 


PART III. The Concluſion, 


The Scope and Deſign of this Sermon being ſo wicked, the 
Concluſion can't be ſuppos'd to be very good: He that pleads ſo 
much for Gallio, muſt certainly be guilty of Gallioniſm; He that 
contends ſo zealouſly for all Sorts of Nonconformiſts, can't be ex- 

pected heartily to befriend the Church by Law Eſtabliſhed ; one 
that endeavouts to abridge the Power of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
Cannot be thought to conſent ſincerely to the Suppreſſion and 
Puniſhment of Vice and {mmcrality. He that ſays at one time 
Religion is not bis proper Buſin'ſs, nor ought be direttly to intend it in 
the Execution of his Office- and afterwards. Lei bim tak: care to con- 
form his own Conſcience to the Laws of God, He (I ſay) thac utters 
uch Contradictions, can't be eſteemd an accurate Pbh:loſ»pher, 
or a Conſcientious Divine. But paſſing by theſe and other Abſurdi- 
ties, I find one good Inference from his Text, Le! rbe Miniſters of 
the Goſpel keep to their Duty, Let them preach the Goſpel of Peace, 
And not ſound the Trumpet of War. Let them mind their own Buſineſs, 
which is the Salvation of Men's Souls, by teaching and perſuading them, 
both by their Doctrine and Example, both allied 5 
ny Ungodlineſs, and Worldly Luſts, and to live righteouſly, . and 
godly in this preſent World. Let them not ſtretch themſelves b:yond 
their Line, by meddling with the Affairs of State, and make theme 
ſelves more Miniſters of the Government, than Miniſters of the Goſpel 
of CHRIST. Tis a good Obſervation indeed, I wiſh it were 
pr actis d by every one of us; for I'm ſure Divinity is a Field 
large enough to employ the beſt of us all the Days of our Life ; 
then we ſhou'd have leſs Paper-War and fewer Diviſions in Church 
and State. But ſeeing the Preacher is in the greateſt degree 
guilty of the very ſame Fault which he reproves in other Clergy- 
men, I woud ſeriouſly recommend one Text more; Tis this, 
Thou Hypocrite, firſt caſt out the Beam out of thine on Eye; and Then 
ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt out the Myte of thy Brother's Eye. Mat. 
vii. 5. Bur ſeeing the Doctor is ſuch an Advocate for Heathens, 
he may preach upon thar Diſtich of old Care. 


Due culpare ſoles, ea tu ne feceris iple : 
Turpe eſt doctori, cum culpa redarguit igſum. 


ENT 8 


ly and privately to da- 


